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Dear DRFC Supporter,  
 

  
Deeside RFC has started a new era and like anything 
new, needs your support more than ever. Over the 

years, the generosity and hard work of its members 
have created a club with over 200 members with 7 
teams playing over 50 competitive games a season 
as well as hosting weekly sessions for juniors and our 

own minis tournament. A big THANK YOU to our ex-
isting sponsors whose logos we have now included in 
Knock-On and in particular our newest addition Mur-

ray Plant. 
 
Socially we don't do to badly either from car boot 
sales, quiz nights and of course the Ball held last 

month which raised over £1,500. Events such as the-
se unfortunately don’t run themselves and we are 
always on the lookout for anyone who can offer any-
thing to the success of the club. With the Rugby 

World Cup going on as I write, we hope there will be 

more enthusiasm for the sport in general which in 
turn will benefit both club and community. 

 
The new pitches at Woodend will give the club an 
even better profile in Deeside and the volume of peo-
ple visiting Woodend Barn, the Buchanan’s Bistro, 

the Woodend Allotments and Wild Garden, the Ban-
chory Fellowship Church or even just shopping at 
Tesco’s (!) won’t be able to miss Banchory’s newest 

sporting facility and the businesses that want to as-
sociated with it. 

We are also grateful to the Deeside Piper who regu-
larly report on all the many club matches and activi-

ties at all levels and give us as a club the opportunity 
to give some recognition to all those who sponsor 

team strips. 
 
All of this creates a positive message that others 
hopefully want to be associated with and we as a 

committee wish to encourage by providing sponsor-
ship opportunities. With a new venue, new pitches 

and new strips, not only are we faced with new costs 
but also new opportunities to offer companies the 

benefits of Deeside RFC’s membership, its location 
and its many activities. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Regards, 
Alex Burnett 

Vice-President 
 
 

STOP PRESS, STOP PRESS, STOP PRESS, STOP PRESS 

On 3rd Sept, 130 supporters danced the night away to 
Starsky at the Woodend Barn raising over £1,500 
towards the new clubhouse. 

An excellent dinner was provided by Val and Callum 

Buchanan using venison from the surrounding Leys 
Estate.  

The main raffle prize of a Toshiba Notebook 
(Creative Core) was won by Claire Smart, and our 
thanks goes to Alistair Graham, Keith Mair, Deeside 
Photographics, Banchory Car Centre, Deeside Clean-

ers, Charles Michie, Davidsons, Phyllis, The Chocolate 
Shop, Julie Fettes, Flower Vogue, Steve and Kirsti 
Ross, Neil Scott, Orvis, Cook “n” Dine, Edinburgh 
Wollen Mill, Curtains for You, Yeadons Books and DFS 

Intersport for donating raffle prizes.  
 

Also a big thank you to Raemoir Garden Centre for 

donating the beautiful centrepieces.  

The U16 Squad on Tour Showing Off the Cale 

Shield and the League Trophy 

President and Future, Woodend Sept 2011 
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The 2nd half of the season was chaotic, as the Na-
tional U16 Youth Cup, the Caledonia Cup and Cal-

edonia regional training and National Identification 
Fixtures all coincided.  
 

In the National U16 Youth Cup, Deeside pro-
gressed to the quarter-finals when Dalziel conced-
ed, but lost by a single point away to North Ber-

wick. Deeside then entered the Bowl and secured 
an excellent victory away to Selkirk before loosing 
the semi-final away to Currie. 
 

The Caledonia Cup had to be played without those 

players selected for the Caledonia region. Not-

withstanding this, Deeside progressed to the semi
-final with a bye against Strathie Sharks and a win 
away at Moray, before loosing to Perthshire. This 

nevertheless put Deeside into the Caledonia 
Shield final against Ellon. After conceding two ear-
ly tries, Deeside rallied and took control of the 
game to win 19 – 12. 
 

Notably, four members of Deeside U16s, Angus 

Wallace, Tom Christie, Luke Earle-Wright and An-
gus Rennie were selected by Caledonia and played 

in all 3 National Identification fixtures against Ed-
inburgh, Borders and Glasgow. Caledonia won all 

these games (and all their games in each age 
group). Well done to all.  
 

The U16 season finished with a mini tour to Edin-
burgh. Deeside played two games the first against 
Currie which they won convincingly 19:52.  Stir-

ling County on the following day was an even 
tougher game and despite a late prospect of a 
come back Deeside lost this one. They did howev-

er, win the drinking games afterwards (children’s 

non alcoholic champagne (and a few extra ingre-
dients from the coaches!).  The squad behaved 
impeccably throughout the tour and were a credit 

to club.  
 
U15s Report 2010/2011 

Played 7; Won 5; Lost 2; For 105; Against 55 
 

The Caledonia NE U15 League was made up of 6 
teams and when snow and ice brought matches to 
a premature end, Deeside was in 3rd place, having 
played 7 matches, won 5 and lost 2 with 105 

points for and 55 points against. 
 

U15 rugby is a big step-up from S1/S2 games and 
although a core of the team had some experience 
of U15 rugby from last season, others took a while 

to find their feet. The progress made was seen in 
the first round of the Caledonia Cup, where Dee-

side drew Wanderers away. The league had been 

won by Wanderers but Deeside triumphed 12 – 5 
in the Cup. A convincing victory against Perthshire 
took Deeside U15s into the Caledonia Cup semi-

final. However, inflexible opposition forced Dee-
side forced to concede. This nevertheless put Dee-
side into the Caledonia Shield final. However, fi-
nals day fell in the schools Easter break and too 

many players were away for Deeside to be able to 
field a side. This was a disappointing end to a 
promising season. 
 

Most encouragingly nine of the U15 squad were 

put forward for the U15 regional skills camps 
namely John Crilly, Struan Gordon, Elliot Wood, 
Alex Taylor, Andew Mullins, Matthew Hillier, Liam 
Hucheon, Angus McCance, and James Long. 

U15 Team After a Tough and Muddy Match 
Against Grammar 

Deeside U16 Squad After a Match  
Against Mackie 

S1/S2 2010/2011   
Photo from left to right: 
Back row: Taff Teague (c), Adrian Ledingham (c), Camer-
on Dycke, Liam Hutcheon, Adam Thompson, Jack Chris-
tie, Daniel Graham, James Long, Ross McMurtrie, Ben 
Hessell, Scott Murray, Alex Back (c),Graeme Nixon. 
Middle row: Cameron Cowie, Rowan Hutcheon, Josh Wil-
liams, Daniel Probyn, Andrew Teague, Ross Nichols, Rob-
bie Shrive, Harry Lenton, Jamie Hillier, Michael Miller 
Front row: Mathew Morrison, Joel Back, Brice Ledingham, 
Sean Caldwell, Callum Harker, Finn Nixon 
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S1/S2 Report 2010/2011 

The S1/S2 contingent of the Deeside rugby club 

had a solid season in 2010 - 2011, improving their 
skill base and game knowledge, and when the 
games could be played, showed significant im-
provement in the year. Although they lost their 

early season matches to local sides Huntly and 
Aberdeen Wanderers, the combined S1/S2 team 
showed great improvement on the rematches lat-
er in the season some 4 months later, by beating 

both these sides comfortably, which came as a 
surprise to the visiting teams !! A late flurry dur-
ing the Mackie sevens at the end of the season 

showed great individual skill of a number of play-
ers, narrowly losing to Mackie and Aberdeen 
Grammar, and wins over Ellon, Wanderers and 
Dunfermline. The S2's moving up to U15 require 

more players especially in the forwards, so all 
newcomers very welcome!!!! 

Micros & Minis Update 2010/2011 
  

Deeside’s youngsters were back in training on Au-
gust 21st, delighted to be at Woodend and buoyed 

once again by fine achievements in last season’s 
competitive fixtures. 
Indoor winter training paid off for the P4s at Ellon 

in March as a 100% record saw them lift the tro-
phy in a quality field. Having overcome Grammar, 
Wanderers, Ellon and Howe of Fife to set up a final 
clash with Stirling County, they went on to win 

4:3 in a sudden-death finish showing strength in 
the first tournament of the season. At P5, P6 and 

P7 age groups, Deeside combined made strong 

contributions in each section, with P6 participating 
in several storming games that had coach Neil 
Ferguson relishing their quality of play before the 
team eventually lost out in the 3rd place playoff to 

Mackie by a single try and against the run of play. 
 

At sunny Stonehaven in early May, the highlights 
for Deeside at Mackie were tournament victories 
at Micros and P4, and then some particularly 
goods results against the form book at P5, P6 and 

P7, who turned out as ‘Deeside Wanderers’ teams 

in combination with the Aberdeen club where 
squad numbers were stretched. Deeside Micros 
arrived at the tournament as defending champi-

ons and, under the guidance of coach Sandy 
Fettes, came through a 12-team 3-group qualify-
ing phase undefeated to beat Mackie Red in the 

first semi-final before going on to win a very tight 
final. Once again, Deeside’s direct running and 
reliable handling made the difference as they pre-
vailed 6-5. Walking tall following the win at Ellon 

and a runners-up place at Grammar, the P4 squad 
lost only one of their seven group matches at 

Stonehaven and went on to beat Mackie Black by 

a convincing 6-2 scoreline in the semi-final. The 
final against Mackie Red was a fantastic game that 
went into extra time after finishing 5-5 at the 
whistle. Deeside stamina held well and the team 

eased away in the added period to end the game 
9-5. The P5 Deeside Wanderers team were very 

unlucky to miss out on the semi finals by a single 
try to Grammar and P6 and P7 teams both gave 
good accounts of themselves and scored notable 
victories over strong Mackie teams on the day.  
 

Deeside’s own junior tournament on Aboyne 

Green was coordinated this year by Donald Sil-
cock, ably supported by an enthusiastic team of 
dedicated helpers from within the club and with 

special mentions due to Mike Fraser, Chris Angus 

and Nick Edgar in particular. Outside support from 
Station Garage, Torphins, and various community 
groups was gratefully received providing a fine 

day out for players and families at the season 
end. On the field, the Micros section fielded four 
10 player squads for the second year running and 
the two strongest sides met in one of the semi-

finals. The underdogs, Deeside Yellows, tore up 
the form book to prevail over their club  

teammates in a rousing game before narrowly 

missing out 7:8 in the final to a popular Alford 
side, with both sides playing attractive open rug-

by. 
For Deeside’s P4s, the season’s grand finale could-
n’t have been more tense as they went into the 

competition level with Mackie on two tournaments 
apiece and with the Aboyne gathering billed as the 
decider. Neither team disappointed as they tied an 
early pool match 4:4 and then went on to a head-

to-head in the final in which the sides again 
proved so committed and perfectly matched that 
the scores were level after normal time. On home 

turf and with fantastic family support, Deeside 

dug deep in extra time to run in two tries from 
their own half and claim victory on the day and 
the spoils from a wonderful season. 

Deeside P4 team �± Back (l to r) Jarvis Bull, Max 

Wallace, Coach Caldwell, George Grahamslaw, 
Grant McMurtrie Front (l to r) Ralph Silcock, Logan 

Burgess, Liam Petrie And Angus Fraser 
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International Tickets 
 

Scottish Rugby has recently introduced a simpli-
fied way for clubs to earn commission through the 

sale of Scotland match tickets.  This new develop-
ment uses the existing Scottish Rugby On-Line 
Ticket Centre, but in such a way that allows Dee-
side RFC  to continue to earn valuable commission 

on the sale of tickets through our club members. 
 

How Does It Work? 

 

Every Club in Scotland is being provided with its 
own unique URL (i.e. website address) to gain ac-
cess to the Scottish Rugby On-Line Ticket Centre. 
This is virtually identical to the existing On-Line 

Ticket sales process so if you currently use this 
method of purchase you won’t notice any differ-
ence. However, as soon as you enter the site us-

ing the web address on this newsletter, the sys-
tem will automatically match your purchase 
against our club and immediately allocate the ap-

propriate commission (based on the gross sales 

value). 
 

The URL for our club is: 
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/
scottishrugby/list.aspx?
tgref=6&advcode=Deeside&groupref=57&di

gest=51b2cb75dee022baf94440960440e32d
87141e90 
 

When Will the System Start Operating? 

 

The new system is up and running now for Scot-

land’s 2011 EMC Tests and 2012 RBS 6Nations 
games. You should note that the sale of tickets 

relating to the biennial Scotland v England game 
will continue to be processed manually and our 
club has already received an allocation for the 
2012 England game. More information will follow 

later in the year 
 

If you have any queries about the new commis-
sion process, please either call me 07747 500943 
o r  e m a i l  m e  a t  H e l e n -
john@thecollerans.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Kind regards 

John Colleran 

Merchandise 
The club now has new hoodies and t shirts for sale 
from age five right up to the senior sizes! The 
mini hoodies are £20 and the adults are £25 with 
t shirts being £10 for children's and £12 for 

adults. If you would like to purchase one or would 
like to put an order in for a size we do not have in 
stock please contact shop@deeside-rfc.co.uk  
 

Easy Fundraising 
 

You can now raise money quickly and easily for 
the club by visiting www.easyfundraising.org.uk  
 

Simply register with the website (selecting Dee-
side RFC as your charity) and use the site every 

time you shop online. Shopping sites include Ama-
zon, Argos, Asda, B & Q, Boots, John Lewis, Last-
minute.com, Sainsburys, Schuh, Tesco and many 

many more! Each time you shop through the web-
site a donation is given to the club. So please reg-
ister as soon as you can and start shopping!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Deeside player, Ali Alekperov, (2nd from 
right in white) now playing for Spartak Moscow in 

the Russian Super League 

Deeside Surge Forward in a 28-6 Win Over Huntly 

Congratulations To  

Raymond Forbes and Erin Smith  
 
who added to Saturday’s celebrations at Woodend 

Barn by announcing their engagement. The Club 
wishes them every success in the future�� 






